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Dear Sir/Madam,

The Air Passengers Association of India (APAI) appreciates the opportunity to participate in the
consultation process for the Fourth Control Period tariff determination at Kempegowda International
Airport (KIAB).

As the voice of the flying public, APAI believes that the infrastructure at our airports must evolve in
tandem with passenger demand and the growth of our urban centres. In this context, we wish to record
our firm support for the Eastern Connectivity Tunnel (ECT).

Our support is rooted in the following considerations:

Addressing the "Single Point of Failure": Currently, KIAB is reliant on NH-44 as the primary
access point. This creates a critical business continuity risk. The ECT provides the necessary
redundancy from the eastern side of the campus, ensuring long-term resilience.

Data-Driven Necessity: Analysis indicates that approximately 25% to 30% of airport-bound
vehicles emanate from East and South-East Bengaluru. For this significant segment of our
passengers, the tunnel is not a luxury but an essential route that avoids the congestion of the
Outer Ring Road.

Sustainability and Efficiency: The 1.9km tunnel will provide a shorter, direct connection to the
terminal forecourt. By enabling passengers to save on driving distance and time, this project
directly aligns with broader sustainability goals by reducing aggregate fuel consumption and
carbon emissions.
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While we recognize the Authority’s mandate for cost-prudence, we urge AERA to view the ECT as a vital
investment in the passenger journey. An airport is only as accessible as its last-mile connectivity; for a
significant portion of Bengaluru’s residents, the ECT is the most efficient bridge to the terminal.

Sincerely,
Sethu Vaidyanathan
Co-Chairman & National Secretary
www.apaiindia.com

7/13/26, 12:35 PM Fwd: Submission of Stakeholder Comments: Support for Eastern Connectivity Tunnel (ECT) – KIAB, Bengaluru

about:blank 2/2

https://mail.mgovcloud.in/zm/reUrlCheck.do?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apaiindia.com&uvd=080112d701affbcdf4c8980afefb86b4d100000b58736f66e3b8309e53d8968b4b0ab4b7363f11b978e8d256765bb00eeb8127cc20153408fd3e9fd097bd2dcca966b4abba507103e086f6f79c7d0e0880ed90377cd4951f4938c65019b32a0984b8773a35d12c4ceb198777b4d3c9a47010d9e8c08ce374352d3b658ec6af5f914ff55e4a5f6a568fac9ad8b99f7c23f7badc483c39d648b0904685f4e94dc5da5ab830712797a4338de27eb153802d4530a436ac349f8a54b7a6f1b685b8e83426cb7a3111ccef00db56bd3aa9e1a6d6c987b8cad8325908e958f5


Fwd: Legal and Economic Justification for the
Inclusion of ECT in the RAB – KIAB Tariff
Determination

rajan.gupta1 < rajan.gupta1@aera.gov.in >

RAM KRISHAN < director-ps@aera.gov.in >
Mon, 22 Jun 2026 1:34:59 PM +0530

To "sahilmahajan"<sahil.mahajan@pwc.com>,"anmolshankar"
<anmol.shankar@pwc.com>

Cc "rajan gupta"<rajan.gupta1@aera.gov.in>,"Mukesh Wadhwa"<dirps-
2@aera.gov.in>

राम कृ ष्ण | Ram Krishan
निदेशक  (पी. एवं  एस.)| Director (Policy & Statistics),
भारतीय विमानपत्तन आर्थिक विनियामक प्राधिकरण (ऐरा)| Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India (AERA),
उड़ान भवन, सफदरजंग हवाई अड्डा| UDAAN Bhawan, Safdarjung Airport,
नई दिल्ली| New Delhi - 110 003
दू रभाष| Phone  : 011-24695043
www.aera.gov.in

============ Forwarded message ============
From: Secretary AERA <secretary@aera.gov.in>
To: "RAM KRISHAN"<director-ps@aera.gov.in>, "Mukesh Wadhwa"<dirps-2@aera.gov.in>,
"Inderpal Singh"<inderpal.s@aera.gov.in>, "SATISH KUMAR"<satish.kr@aera.gov.in>
Date: Mon, 22 Jun 2026 09:58:19 +0530
Subject: Fwd: Legal and Economic Justification for the Inclusion of ECT in the RAB – KIAB
Tariff Determination
============ Forwarded message ============
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Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of The Air Passengers Association of India (APAI), I am submitting our technical comments
regarding the inclusion of the Eastern Connectivity Tunnel (ECT) in the Regulatory Asset Base (RAB) for
the Fourth Control Period at KIAB.

Our stance is based on the following regulatory and economic principles:

7/13/26, 12:33 PM Fwd: Legal and Economic Justification for the Inclusion of ECT in the RAB – KIAB Tariff Determination

about:blank 1/2

https://mail.mgovcloud.in/zm/reUrlCheck.do?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aera.gov.in&uvd=080112d501b9f3f5a4ca8f387871bfd9730000b63c5d64225ca2cbd276524c3a6b5ce50b4e7030b865169172a0d171279e56cc1f6c5df9a49d4ad6154df4cd199dcdb43db1ea94120df019b766eb4f4654ed19c1eb2ade35486bcb96fd06587ce1cddedc457ab8833ab2aa877c331e521307feedf814b4b2516ba377d227e32c5754eb743213f7fd7ca22505c98dcf4a63609ea19a3438c6f0ca5a8114774e48b6dd617dc4ffc189f5bac28c588b9df9abae8b0e1e4796a5819fb6a8f4957c3d6f253296b2b81f7385cd05977867a6d5d753a6384ca7179bab41
mailto:secretary@aera.gov.in
mailto:director-ps@aera.gov.in
mailto:dirps-2@aera.gov.in
mailto:inderpal.s@aera.gov.in
mailto:satish.kr@aera.gov.in
mailto:generalcounsel@apaiindia.com
mailto:director-ps@aera.gov.in
mailto:rajan.guptal@aera.gov.in
mailto:secretary@aera.gov.in


1. Inherent Aeronautical Integration: We contend that the ECT is not a standalone road project.
The design necessitates the tunnel to be developed directly under future aircraft parking stands.
By virtue of this physical integration and its role in site-wide landside-airside traffic management,
the ECT should be classified as an integral component of the airport’s "ground facility"
infrastructure.

2. Mitigation of Business Continuity Risk: Under the AERA Act, the Authority must consider the
"economic and viable operation of major airports." The reliance on a single point of failure (NH-44)
poses an unacceptable risk to airport business continuity. The ECT mitigates this risk by providing
a secondary, secure access point, thereby directly supporting the operational viability mandated
under Section 13(1)(a)(iv).

3. Economic Justification of RAB Inclusion: APAI argues that the "user-pays" principle should be
interpreted to include the cost of infrastructure that directly optimizes airport throughput. The
tunnel addresses the specific traffic distribution of KIAB (where nearly 30% of traffic is from the
eastern corridor), and its inclusion in the RAB is the most transparent mechanism to ensure that
the asset is funded and maintained to international safety and capacity standards.

We invite the Authority to perform a holistic cost-benefit analysis that quantifies the "time-cost" savings
for the 30% of passengers currently forced into inefficient detours, and we remain available to discuss the
legal merits of classifying this tunnel as essential airport infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Siddharth Mehta
Co-Chairman & General Counsel
www.apaiindia.com
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